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St. Francis prays . . . 
“I thank you, Lord God, 
for all my pains; 
if it pleases you, Lord 
increase them a hundredfold. 
I thankfully accept  
whatever sorrow you give, 
not sparing me; 
for in the fulfillment of your will 
I find my greatest solace 
 
(Bonaventure, Life of St. Francis, 14,2) 
 

Fraternity Schedule 
JANUARY 
1 – MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
9 – COUNCIL MEETING, 4:00, FRH, PL Zoom  
16 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Amy Meeting by Zoom 
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 32) - Peter 
     
FEBRUARY 
14 – VALENTINE’S DAY 
20 – OFS MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Dn. Bob Meeting by Zoom 
        Rite of Admission - Wendy       
        Ongoing Formation (Chapt 33) – Mary 
         
MARCH 
2 – ASH WEDNESDAY 
9 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
16 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
XX – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL  
20 - DAY OF REFLECTION, 2:00pm,  FRH, PL 
        2:00pm Opening Prayer – Ed 
        2:30pm Speaker – Dr. Steve Schier   
.             “Reflecting on Clare and Assisi” 
               Quiet Time & Discussion 
        4:45pm Vespers – Mary  
        5:00pm Potluck Soup & Bread Supper 
23 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
30 – DAY OF PRAYER, 9:30am-3:00pm, FRH, PL 
         
 
 
 
 

 

Franciscan of the Month              
On January 16 we remember Saint Berard and 
his companions.  In 1219, with the blessing of 
Saint Francis, Berard left Italy with five 
companions to preach in Morocco.  When they 
attempted to preach in the marketplace, the 
sultan had them executed.  They endured severe 
beatings and declined bribes to renounce their 
faith before suffering their executions.  These 
were the first Franciscan martyrs.  When their 
remains were returned to Portugal, they 
prompted a young Augustinian Canon to join the 
Franciscans and set out for Morocco the next 
year.  The young man was Anthony of Padua.  
The five martyrs were canonized in 1481. 
 
Fair Share Contribution 
is $60 per professed member (including active, 
distant, and homebound members) and $27 for 
candidates that will be paid out of the general 
fund to the Regional, National and International 
OFS Franciscans. Please contribute generously 
to cover this expense, if possible, this January or 
February. Thanks.  Have a Peace filled New 
Year!      
   
2022 OFS Quinquennial 
Attending the Quin from our fraternity are Mary 
Higgins OFS, Cindy Boggs OFS, and Wendy 
Parks OFS. May they have a safe and 
memorable journey as they represent us at the 
gathering. 
 
The New Year 
brings the promise of new possibilities for us, 
despite the cold and dark of early January.  This 
is a time to think back on the past year and to 
appreciate all of the gifts that God has given to 
us.  In return, we should plan to work this coming 
year to demonstrate our gratitude for these gifts.  
Let this be a year of worship and praise of the 
Lord for all of us!      Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
 

   

THE PRAYER BEFORE THE CRUCIFIX 
Most High, Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my 
heart and give me, Lord, a correct faith, a certain hope, 
a perfect charity, sense and knowledge, so that I may 
carry out Your holy and true command.   
  Saint Francis 



 

                        
                                    December fraternity meeting 
         

May Ann LeMay opened our December fraternity meeting with prayer and minister Steve 
Schier led us in the joyful mysteries of the Rosary.  Steve passed around the sign-up for 
meeting duties. January and February meetings will be held via Zoom.  
We then retired to the dining room for a potluck and social time. Ed Vierling generously 
provided gifts for all with a drawing and general good will prevailed. 
 
 

 
 
 
January is a time to reflect and pray about what it means to respect all life, from 
conception until natural death. In January we remember the Roe v. Wade decision that 
legalized abortion in our nation. While this issue is currently being debated in our courts 
and legislative bodies, there are things all of us can do to be supporters of life. 
The first and most obvious is to help pregnant women in need, in any way we can, 
including support services during and after pregnancy. However, there are many other 
ways to make a difference that go beyond donating diapers and other baby items.  
We need affordable housing, health care, and childcare. This requires supporting 
legislation to assist those who do not have the financial resources to provide for 
themselves. The income gap in our country is increasing, leaving many behind. Women in 
tough financial situations are among those most likely to seek abortions.  
Providing equitable education funding in low socio-economic areas, helping with job 
training, and doing what we can to protect the earth all contribute to the quality of life. To 
truly be “pro-life,” we must look at what is needed at all ages and stages of life to protect 
human dignity and give each child born a future of hope. 

 
Every Life is Worth Living 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of life. Help us 
to cherish and protect this gift, even in the midst of fear, pain 
and suffering. 
Give us love for all people, especially the most vulnerable, and 
help us bear witness to the truth that every life is worth living. 
Grant us the humility to accept help when we are in need, and 
teach us to be merciful to all. 
Through our works and actions, may others encounter the 
outstretched hands of Your mercy. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.                                                                                              
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 

Mary Higgins, council secretary and JPIC animator 

Keeping in touch... 


